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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday – September 5, 2012
Humperdinks, 700 Six Flags Rd, Arlington, TX
6:30pm Social 7:15pm Meeting
What’s Inside?
Pg 2
Pg 3
Pg 4
Pg 5
Pg 11
Pg 12
Pg 13
Pg 15
Pg 16
Pg 18

Events and Outings at a Glance, Rebel Spotlight,
Birthdays and Anniversaries, Member News!
Presidents Report
September Outing to Possum Kingdom
Lake Greeson, AR Trip Report
Chinese Auction – October Member Meeting
Cozumel for Carnival Trip
Curacao and Bonaire Trip
September Restaurant of the Month
August Restaurant of the Month Report
Club Sponsors

or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:

September Meeting Program
Diving in Cayman Brac – Tina Caron
Please Join us for a weekend of diving at
Possum Kingdom Lake
Sept 15-16
Details in this Newsletter

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Sep
Sep
Sept
Oct
Nov
Dec

5
7
15-16
27-28
10
8

Monthly Membership Meeting
Restaurant of the Month
Possum Kingdom
Blue Lagoon for Underwater Pumpkin Carving
Chili Cook-Off at Joe Pool Lake
Christmas Party

More Events Forthcoming, so Join us at the Member Meetings and
Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
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Get Ready for our Annual Chinese
Auction
At the October Member Meeting!
Bring a wrapped gift that will inspire your fellow club
members to bid lots of dollars!
This is a primary fundraiser for our Club, and the
proceeds help defer dive outing costs, and provide
food and prizes for our parties and social events.
More details in this newsletter!

Welcome to our Newest Member
Brian Neal from Arlington
We are now 85 members strong!

Save the Da te !
Octo ber 27 -28th
Underwater Pumpkin Carving at the Blue Lagoon!
Get those Dive Knives Ready….

Birthdays
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep

3
5
6
15
18
19

Steve Buchert
Jill Bouska
Hendrik Gesink
Etson Barentine
Brittany Meagher
Jonathan Bowman

Anniversaries
Sep 1 Paula & Nick Boyett
Sep 6 Sherry Hammond & Kevin
Campbell
Sep 26 Barbara & James Taylor

Take a look at these Awesome Blue
Water Trips for 2013!

Did we miss your special date? If so, it’s not in our
database. Contact Mark Estill to update your info!

Rebel Spo tlig ht!

Carnival in Cozumel!
February, 2013

We want to hear about your or
another member’s diving
accomplishments! Have you started
a new class? Have you completed a
new certification?

Details in this Newsletter!

Bonaire and Curacao
September, 2013

Please email the newsletter editor on the web site
Under Club Information,
Board of Directors, Newsletter Editor

Come see the Coral Spawn!
Details in this Newsletter
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President’s Report

Welcome to September Everyone!

What a difference the Summer of 2012 has been when compared to 2011. Though we’ve had
some hot days, this summer has been very bearable. I’ve gotten a lot of diving in this summer
and actually was able to camp out in July and August and not lay there trying to sleep and
sweating until 3 or 4 am! The summer, at least for me, went by quickly and it’s back to school
time for not only our kids, and grandkids, but also some of our members. I hope everyone has a
very successful and productive school year whether it is at the elementary, intermediate,
secondary or collegiate level.
There remain several diving opportunities through the remainder of the year. We make the trek
to Possum Kingdom and will be diving at Inland Divers in September. You don’t want to miss
all those ghost and goblins that comes with the Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest at the Blue
Lagoon in October. Even as cooler weather comes to Texas, we conclude the year with a couple
of non-diving events with the November Chili Cook Off and the Annual Christmas Party in
December.
Don’t forget that the October Membership Meeting is time for nomination of folks for positions
on the 2013 Board of Directors. If you are interested in running for a position on the board,
please let one of the current Board Members know. The positions on the board which are open
for nominations are President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Junior Board Member.
Per our By-laws, the current Junior Board Member will automatically fill the Senior Board
Member position. This is your opportunity to help the Diving Rebels continue to be one of the
strongest and most active scuba clubs in Texas, so let us know if you wish to run for a position.
Also in October, we will have our infamous Chinese Auction. I hear members discussing what
might be up for bid and what they may bring, so start preparing something for the auction, and
join in the bidding and the excitement at Humperdink’s on October 3rd!
Danny
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September Outing at
Possum Kingdom
September 15-16
Join the Diving Rebels Scuba Club at Possum Kingdom Lake on September 15th and 16th for our September
Outing. We will be at Inland Divers which is located on the east side of the lake at 3202 Redbird Rd,
Graford, TX 76449. If you are familiar with the area, they are right next door to what used to be Scuba Point.
Connie and Johnny are coordinating the outing and there are plans for a meal share for Saturday lunch and
dinner and Sunday breakfast. Meal coordinators are needed. If you can help with coordinating a meal or are
planning to attend please let Connie or Johnny know via email to junior@divingrebels.org . There is also a
nominal fee of $5 per person for the weekend.
At the writing of this article, plan on bringing all the tanks you need for diving. Doug Sheppard is checking
to see if air fills will be available so watch the website for more information and updates.
Inland Divers is approximately 100 miles from Arlington. Head west on I30, and either take Exit 414 to
Highway 180 and travel thru Weatherford to Mineral Wells or stay on I30 to Exit 386 and take Highway 281
to Mineral Wells. In Mineral Wells, take Highway 180 west to Texas 337 North to Graford. In Graford,
take Texas 254 West to State Highway 16 South. Continue on Highway 16 to Park Rd 36 West. Continue
on Park Rd 36 to Redbird Rd and turn right.
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Lake Greeson
Murfreesboro, Arkansas
August 17-19

“The best laid plans of mice and men” . . . or something like that . . .
As much as we planned the weekend for diving, and as much as we wanted to dive, the dives we eventually
got to do were not of the SCUBA variety.
Everyone except Jim & Christine Magnuson arrived safely Friday evening in Murfreesboro, and enjoyed a
wonderful meal at the local Mexican restaurant, Los Agaves. After dinner the group adjourned to the Swaha
House lodging at Lake Greeson, meeting Jim & Christine there. Plans for the morning were made to be on
the dock for an 8:00 AM departure for diving.
We awoke early Saturday to the sounds of thunder, and shortly after that the rain and lightning began. After
assessing the weather and talking to the Swaha staff about the boat, it was determined that there would be no
SCUBA that morning. We were given the option of taking the boat out in the afternoon if the weather
permitted. So, some of the group went back to bed while the rest of us drank lots of coffee and socialized.
Kelly served a wonderful lunch of chicken salad, croissants, sandwich wraps, chips, cookies, etc. After
lunch the group decided that since the rain stirred up the lake and visibility was reduced, combined with the
lightning still in the area, we would forgo the diving. However, we were able to take the boat out and
explore the lake.
“Captain” Jim S. stopped a couple miles up the lake so the group could enjoy a swim. Everyone got in the
water at some point, some by jumping/jackkniving/cannonballing/diving off the top, others by just jumping
or diving off the platform. Although it wasn’t a terribly hot day, the lake was very refreshing and we all had
a good time. (Jim M. & Christine opted to go rock hunting and head home early rather than join the lake
group.)
Back at the lodge, Jim S. prepared a delicious dinner of chicken & sausage jambalaya, bread, and salad.
More socializing and revelry took us into the night when the days lake events overtook everyone and the
sandman arrived.
Sunday morning – Scott & Sandra had to get home early so they headed on out while the rest of us met at
Buddy’s Ranch House in Murfreesboro for breakfast. When the meal was done, there were many hugs and
handshakes as we parted ways, agreeing that we need to try this outing again.
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CHINESE AUCTION!
October 3, 2012
October Membership Meeting

What is the CHINESE AUCTION?

Well it’s time for the circus to come to town! By that it
means the annual Diving Rebels Chinese Auction. This is not only the biggest Rebels fundraiser but also
one of the most entertaining monthly meetings.
The way this works is that we have a live auction for donated gifts. What makes it special is that the items
being auctioned are wrapped and unknown to the audience. What is being auctioned might be a dive
computer, an old wet suit, spare fins, boxes of Girl scout cookies or just about anything else. After you win
an item by high bid, you have the choice of either keeping the item, or forcing a trade for whatever item was
won before yours. The kicker is that you have to decide to trade or not to trade before you unwrap your item.
The previous bid winner may have won the bid for a dive knife that you want. So you trade off your
wrapped item for the dive knife not knowing what you traded away. This means that you at least get the dive
knife, but what did you give up for it???? Maybe it is an old smelly wet suit; maybe it is a new dive
computer. As trades can only go back to one previous round, the bid winner before you will unwrap
whatever you swapped him. He cannot have it taken away nor can he force a swap for any other previously
auctioned items.
Your item, whether you swap or not, may be taken from you by the next winning bidder. You also must
unwrap and disclose you item to the group. If all of this does not make sense, don’t worry it will be
explained again at the meeting.
What we ask you to bring is some item of a minimum $10 value which will be usable by the winner. It
should be wrapped in a nondescript wrapping, newspaper or paper bags are quite acceptable. Think about
things you can talk your employer into donating, things you got two of for Christmas. How many people
really need two paper shredders, twelve boxes of thin mint cookies or three electric cheese straighteners?
If you want to win a bid bring some $$$$, as the competition sometimes becomes quite fierce, and the banter
hilarious and the items worth the effort.

!

!

!

!
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Celebrate Carnaval and Great Diving in Cozumel!
February 8-11, 2013
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is organizing a group trip to Cozumel, February 8-11, 2013 with twenty-four
spaces available.
What am amazing island tradition! Cozumel's Carnaval is a tradition which has been passed down through
many generations that celebrates a mixture of cultures that escaped to the warm embrace of Cozumel during
the cold winter season. Dating back to the mid 1800's, Cozumel Carnaval was started by young people
dressed in vibrantly colorful costumes known as "Estudiantinas" or "Comparsas", who expresed themselves
in the streets of Cozumel through the artform of dance, song, and fantasy and even today the tradition lives
on!
Cozumel is a relatively small island just 29 miles long and 12 miles wide located just off the coast of
Mexico, south east of Cancun and due east of Playa Del Carmen. There are many reasons why Cozumel is
one of the best, most popular and most affordable vacation and dive destinations in the World ... where over
97.6% of the divers can't wait to come back!
Cozumel is a relaxed diver's paradise--simply fall into the water and the island's strongish currents will carry
you away, past a technicolor reef scene that boasts a rainbow array of sponges and scads of unique fish.
Look in cracks and crevices for the whiskered Splendid Toadfish, found nowhere else on Earth.
The other reason Cozumel is a favorite destination of divers is that there is a remarkable amount of things for
the NON-DIVER to do. In addition to the perfect year-round weather, beautiful beaches and crystal clear
water, there are many fine Cozumel restaurants, fun shopping experiences (where haggling can be taken to a
new level) and a wide variety of Cozumel nightlife from party-all-night bars to quieter jazz clubs.
If you are interested in joining us, more information and pricing can be found on the website at
http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=117:coz2013&catid=17&Ite
mid=2
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The Diving Rebels Scuba Club
Invites you on a Trip to Curacao and Bonaire for the 2013
CORAL SPAWN
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is organizing a group trip to Bonaire with an option to start your vacation with
a few days in Curacao before moving over to Bonaire. The trip dates are September 18-21, 2013 at Lion
Dive on Curacao and September 21-28, 2013 at Buddy Dive on Bonaire.
Bonaire had no trouble earning its reputation as the “Shore Diving Capital of the World.” With gently sloping
reefs, stellar wrecks and walls, and an abundance of marine life all within a few steps of the coastline, it
doesn’t get much better than this anywhere on the planet. All you have to do is drive along the coast and
watch for the yellow stones that mark each site. You can keep your own schedule, and you certainly aren’t
limited to a few sites. Most of the great diving here is just a fin kick away, making this Dutch island’s firstplace ranking well deserved.
If you have ever wanted to see the "Coral Spawn", this is your opportunity. The “Coral Spawn” occurs 7
days after the 9th full moon of the calendar year. In 2013, the 9th full moon falls on September 19th and the
coral spawn is predicted to occur on September 26th. It does not last long and this is your chance to be in
Bonaire during a coral spawn. Although these predictions are certainly not an exact science and not
guaranteed to occur during this trip, it is well documented that various species of coral and other marine
invertebrates spawn in cycles that are closely tied to the full moons in the months of August, September, and
October each year.
Want to begin your vacation a few days earlier? Join us on Curacao on September 18, 2013. Arrive on
Wednesday, dive on Thursday and Friday or just relax on the beach and unwind before departing for Bonaire
on Saturday the 21st.
Chosen as one of the Top 10 Destinations for 2012 by Frommer's, the island of Curacao is a paradise for
scuba drivers and nature lovers alike. Its ruggedly beautiful landscape provides endless opportunities for fun.
Immerse yourself in mysterious and colorful underwater worlds at more than 60 diving locations. Including
some popular wreck dives, most notably, the Superior Producer at a maximum depth of 90 feet. The Tugboat
is also very popular as it is in shallow water at 15 feet and is excellent for photography. Also, there is The
Airplane Wreck, which is a shore dive and the location is marked on the surface with a buoy. The best dives
are the Mushroom Forest and Alice in Wonderland where there are copious amounts of star coral.
If you are interested in joining us, more information and pricing can be found on the website at:
http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=122:bonaire2013&catid=17
&Itemid=2
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Restaurant of the Month-September
To:

Edelweiss German Restaurant

Location: 3801 Southwest Blvd Fort Worth, TX 76116
When: Friday, September 7th at 7:00pm
Website: www.edelweissgermanrestaurant.com
Email: To RSVP- Connie Mitchell at officemomma_2000@yahoo.com or Kelly
Barentine at kelldan2667@hotmail.com
Ladies and gentlemen, dust off your lederhosen and dirndls and come join the Diving Rebels for some
fabulous oom pah pah and polka music at Edelweiss German Restaurant located in Fort Worth.
Our September location was recommended by fellow Rebel Johnny Griffin and believes everyone will have
a good time. Since I will be out of town and unable to attend please be sure to RSVP with Connie Mitchell
via email at officemomma_2000@yahoo.com.
Each month Connie and I will come up with a place to meet and eat in various areas of the DFW Metroplex.
We encourage you to shoot us a place in your part of town that you would like to include and we may just do
that. We know that North Texas is filled with great places to sit, enjoy a good meal and maybe a drink or
two.
PLEASE NOTE: We STRONGLY encourage you to RSVP if you plan to come. We want to make sure
that we have given the restaurant of choice adequate notification on how many plan to attend because as
Rebels we all want to sit together and share in the dining experience. If we are unable to relay the proper
quantity someone may have to sit off by them selves and that is not what this is all about! Please feel free to
contact us with any questions!
Thank you,
Kelly Barentine, Co-coordinator
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Restaurant of the Month-August

Nusta’s Café
Arlington, TX
By: Kelly Barentine-Co-coordinator
The Diving Rebels epicurean adventure for August was to South America
in the mountainous region of Peru. Well…we did not actually travel
there darn it, but we did the next best thing and try some of their cuisine.
We visited the outstanding Nusta’s Café in Northern Arlington.
As one of the Rebels mentioned that evening, it was the largest group to ever attend a RofM at the smallest
establishment. There were 24 members who attend which made for a truly fabulous evening. We did have a
few newbies to RofM attend and I believe they enjoyed themselves and bid “Welcome” to Elizabeth
Neumann, the Kirchoffs and Johnny Griffin’s daughter Haley and her friend.
Since the location was so small the table layout was rather unique but it worked for our group. If there is
one thing a true Diving Rebel can do it is to adapt to their surroundings, and have a blast doing it. As
previously mentioned the location was small but quaint and comfortable, but the important thing was the
food which was excellent. The service was a little rough but it was mentioned that they are probably not use
to a group as large as ours so we will not count that against them. If attention was paid you could tell they
were doing their best.
Lately it has been a challenge to see if Steve “Oggie” Ogden has a native outfit to match the culture of the
food chosen for RofM, he did not disappoint at all. Ladies, I bet Oggie has a closet that will rival yours and
make you jealous. I would be curious to see the all the contents, clothing only though! You will see his
outfit displayed below in the photos. The big question is; what will he wear at next month’s RofM?
You may or may not know but Nusta’s Café is a BYOB establishment. Our Rebel crew loves BYOB places
because it allows their individuality to shine through. For a person to get a giggle they need to just look
across the table at some of the varieties of libation and their names. One bottle at the RofM made me giggle;
but to find out the name of that one you need to ask Johnny Griffin, he brought that gem to the table. I do
not think you will find this wine at any of the upscale restaurants, although I do not know why.
I want to thank those of you who did RSVP their attendance. It would have been very difficult for the
location to get us set up if they had not had some advance warning. Just remember even if it is at the last
minute you can call or text Connie and/or I, and just because you do not RSVP does not mean you are not
welcomed to join us. We want you there!
It is sad to say but 2012 is rapidly coming to an end, I cannot believe I am saying that! With that being said
it means there are only a few more opportunities to come and enjoy the fun we have at RofM. The Rebels
will be journeying across the waters to enjoy the Fall season in Europe. Well, you may cross a lake, river or
stream to venture to Fort Worth and enjoy German fare at the recommendation from Rebel Johnny Griffin.
The group will be gathering on Friday, September 7th at Edelweiss German Restaurant located at 3801
Southwest Blvd #A Fort Worth 76116. If you want to look over their menu you can view their web site
which is www.edelweissgermanrestaurant.com.
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Diving Rebels-2nd View

The Diving Rebels

Greg & Kelly Gray enjoying their Peruvian fare Connie Mitchell enjoys a joke while Johnny
Griffin focuses on good food!

Steve “Oggie” Ogden in Peruvian dress!
!
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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